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[bookmark: _Toc439608325][bookmark: _Toc443227913]Avalon, Mississippi; Mississippi John Hurt
[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/4/4e/50_Mississippi_John_Hurt_Museum%2C_Avalon%2C_MS.jpg/800px-50_Mississippi_John_Hurt_Museum%2C_Avalon%2C_MS.jpg]
A single shotgun in Avalon, Mississippi, was the house of Mississippi John Hurt, now a museum.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:50_Mississippi_John_Hurt_Museum,_Avalon,_MS.jpg#/media/File:50_Mississippi_John_Hurt_Museum,_Avalon,_MS.jpg
[image: M John Hurt.jpg]"M John Hurt" 
"50 Mississippi John Hurt Museum, Avalon, MS" by Matt Lancashire  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shotgun_house 
A crop of a photo showing John Hurt giving a recording for the Library of Congress, 1964. Joseph C. Hickerson seen in background.


[bookmark: _Toc443227914]Jackson, Mississippi
I've Known Shotgun Houses
[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-vuNJDZc0IP0/UTUBMJfhBCI/AAAAAAAABQE/7ioENWNGC2g/s1600/shotgun+011.jpg]
Most of the first thirteen years of my life was spent in a shotgun house. A shotgun house has one room leading into the next without a hall way. Opening the doors at each end of the house allows for breezes to circulate throughout the house in hot climates. The style can be traced from Africa to Haitian influences on house designs and is recognized as an African American contribution to American architectural styles.


I don't remember my first shotgun home. Here I am as a baby with the first shotgun in the background. This was in Copiah County, MS, in 1956.
[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-b2KbOPHipnI/UTOzLBXMYgI/AAAAAAAABPU/zbxpqFQEREg/s1600/scan0040.jpg]
My parents left Copiah County when I was about 2-3 years of age to live in Jackson, MS. Working with pulp wood was hard labor and the pay was too low, my father decided to move to Jackson where he could find factory work.


The first shotgun I remember was similar to the ones below. We lived in a single unit of a row. I think there were about six in a row and ours was in the middle of the row. My memories of this home include a Christmas tree and a baby doll, going to the store to get an orange soda to mix with castor oil to heal a bad cold, learning the alphabet, leaving home to cross railroad tracks to go to school, and eating spaghetti.
[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-_R065-rDzyE/UTOysDqXemI/AAAAAAAABPM/oq7nGPUUOHo/s1600/shotgun+012.jpg]
My father began to have financial problems and could not pay the rent. We left the single unit to move in with my dad's sister, Aunt Alice, in her single unit shotgun. I think we all slept in the front room, my parents and then three children ranging from six to 2 years.
I don't know if Aunt Alice got tired of having five additional people in her space but we moved again to live with my paternal grandmother and uncle in her side of a double barrel unit. I can remember us all sleeping in the one bedroom. Grandma had a bed in the front room and Uncle Junior slept in the kitchen. When the family on the other side moved out, we, meaning my mother and us children moved to the other side. My father gradually moved out to be with the other family he had created. Grandma's shotgun was similar to the one below, except there was one long porch connecting both sides instead of two porches.
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-FVKDKgNPW7Y/UTFb8iV5XQI/AAAAAAAABOs/b7UZqNKcI9M/s1600/shotgun+001.jpg]
The shotguns below are part of the historic Farish Street District. The city of Jackson hopes to create an entertainment district similar to New Orleans' Bourbon Street or Memphis' Beale Street, filled with restaurants, night clubs and various other entertainment venues. These shotguns will be refurbished, rented to visitors who will happily pay fees too high for the working poor for which the units were originally made to house.
[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-i332aYdHnj4/UTFcHallDNI/AAAAAAAABO0/k5dshUaWLgo/s1600/shotgun+009.jpg]
We moved for more space and home ownership from the last shotgun house when I was a few months shy of my fourteenth birthday. The houses of my youth were destroyed by fire or bulldozed for new housing.
Monday, March 4, 2013, History of the Shotgun House
LindaRe, https://www.blogger.com/profile/12968656842601664293  
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[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f8/Elvis%27_birthplace_Tupelo%2C_MS_2007.jpg]
The shotgun house in Tupelo, Mississippi in which Elvis Presley was born
"Elvis' birthplace Tupelo, MS 2007" by Original uploader was Markuskun at en.wikipedia - Transferred from en.wikipedia. Licensed under Public Domain via Commons - https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Elvis%27_birthplace_Tupelo,_MS_2007.jpg#/media/File:Elvis%27_birthplace_Tupelo,_MS_2007.jpg 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shotgun_house 


[image: <b>shotgun</b> <b>house</b> and it looks like a little better homes and garden <b>house</b> ...]

[image: <b>Shotgun</b> Houses]
[bookmark: _Toc443227916]Vicksburg, Mississippi
Disappearing Architecture: Shotgun Shacks, Main Street, Vicksburg 
According to Wikipedia, The shotgun house is a narrow rectangular domestic residence, usually no more than 12 feet (3.5 m) wide, with doors at each end. It was the most popular style of house in the Southern United States from the end of the American Civil War (1861–65), through to the 1920s. Alternate names include shotgun shack, shotgun hut, and shotgun cottage.

The examples in this essay are from Main Street, downtown Vicksburg.
[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_Gf89Xc4Zgnc/S50Yua3wZhI/AAAAAAAAAMk/2TwE_iIXYFk/s400/DSC01383-MainSt1400-resize.JPG]
Often, shotgun shacks were built by a developer in a cluster to house factory or farm workers. This group of five on Main Street is one example. Sometimes shotgun shacks were built on a double row facing a short, dead-end road known as a court. Several years ago, I spoke to an elderly gent who remembered when the courts were teeming with families. In the morning, a truck would come around and pick up the men to take them to farms. The women often did domestic jobs in town. In the evening, the trucks would return with the men and the families would get together again.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_Gf89Xc4Zgnc/S50YuL376JI/AAAAAAAAAMc/PdXhTHsvCFg/s400/DSC01384-MainSt1402-resize.JPG]
When I first moved to Vicksburg in the 1980s, there were still dozens of shotgun shacks in the older parts of town. As the years passed, many succumbed to fire or demolition. The house at 1402, the second photograph, was destroyed by arson on February 23, 2010, only a few weeks after I took the photograph.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_Gf89Xc4Zgnc/S50UAJy7rwI/AAAAAAAAAMU/bu-BiTErqgw/s400/DSC01385-MainSt1404-resize.JPG]
In many ways, these little houses are not well suited to modern residential patterns. They are small, and most people want more space now. Because they have a lot of surface area in proportion to their volume, they are high maintenance. And with thin walls and post foundation, they are hard to heat in the winter and expensive to cool with air conditioners. Often they were rental units in low-income areas, and maintenance was neglected. In some places, two units have been joined with a hallway, but they still end up being high-maintenance homes.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_Gf89Xc4Zgnc/S50T_qPUE_I/AAAAAAAAAMM/d5BX4m-OBbc/s400/DSC01386-MainSt1406-resize.JPG]
In the early 20th century, there must have been hundreds of thousands of shotgun houses throughout the South. But we are losing these characteristic forms quickly. Near the Martin Luther King memorial in Atlanta, two or three have been restored and are on display. I was amused to see how many tourists were curious to see them. Then I realized that in the last few years, so many have disappeared, possibly many suburbanites have never seen one up close.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_Gf89Xc4Zgnc/S50T_V-fsAI/AAAAAAAAAME/dnmxrCf6YGo/s400/DSC01387-MainSt1408-resize.JPG]
In the future, I'll post more photographs of shotgun houses from other neighborhoods. This group was photographed in January, 2010. 
Posted by Kodachromeguy at 11:45 [image: http://img1.blogblog.com/img/icon18_email.gif]
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